
#28
Name:  _____________________________________

Class:  11-_____
ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES – HOBBES
Directions: Read the following quote from Hobbes.
“During the time men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition called war; and such a war, as if of every man against every man.” 
– Thomas Hobbes

Hobbes is basically saying that life would be chaotic (“condition called war”) without an 

absolute monarch (“common power to keep them all in awe”) to keep everyone in check. 

I need you to answer the following 3 questions:

1.  Is Hobbes right?  Does a stricter, more powerful ruler lead to more calm, peace, order and stability?

2.  In your experience, will people act out and will there be chaos without rules or laws?
3.  Is there any danger giving absolute power to the police and the politicians? 

Use Hobbes’s quote to make connections in your response. The connections can be text-to-text, text-to-self and/or text-to-world. Your connections can be very broad here – think about what you learned about the Taliban last year, about the death penalty and the justice system in America, about different people in power (government, teachers, parents, etc.) or about almost anything you can connect to the quote. 

Your response is expected to be thoughtful so spend some time considering the questions and/or writing a draft before beginning. Your response should be written neatly on looseleaf paper or typed – responses cannot be written on this piece of paper. 
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