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Ancient India: 3rd Ancient River Civilization


Last class we finished learning about Ancient Egypt.  We learned that 1) Egyptian civilization developed around the Nile River, 2) Egyptians were polytheistic, 3) they mummified their dead in order to preserve them for the afterlife, 4) Egyptian government was ruled by a Pharaoh who claimed to be part god and who belonged to dynasties, meaning they passed down power to family members, 5) Egyptian society was divided into hierarchical social classes, and 6) they made many advances in the arts and sciences including the development of a calendar and hieroglyphic writing.  


Now that we have completed our study of the first two Ancient River Valley Civilizations (Mesopotamia and Egypt), we will begin studying our 3rd Ancient River Civilization, which developed in India.  Does anyone remember what the upcoming 4th Ancient River Civilization will be?    
I. Geography of Ancient India: 
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Just like the civilizations that developed in Mesopotamia and Egypt, Indian civilization evolved in a fertile river valley.  Indian civilization developed between the Indus River and Ganges River.  India is part of what is called the Indian subcontinent.  Can anyone infer what a subcontinent is?  What prefix do we notice? 


A subcontinent is a large, relatively self-contained landmass that makes up part of a larger continent.  The term Indian subcontinent includes the current nations of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and others.  This region contains desert, plateau, rainforest, mountains, and a myriad of languages, races, and religions.  The Indian subcontinent is a large, wedge-shaped peninsula (a body of land that is surrounded by water on 3 sides - not like an island which is surrounded by water on all four sides).  This peninsula extends southward into the Indian Ocean.  To the north and northwest, the peninsula is surrounded by mountains (Hindu Kush and Himalaya mountains), which often limited India's contact with other cultures.  Why was India's contact limited with other cultures?  What effect do you think this would have had on their culture?  


Seasonal winds called monsoons brought rain to this region every summer. India depended on monsoons to grow their crops.  When there was not enough rain, people could not grow crops.  When there was too much rain, rivers rose to cause deadly floods.  
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II. Cities in Ancient India:


Around 2500 B.C., at about the time when the pyramids were rising in Egypt, the first Indian civilization arose in the Indus River valley (a valley is a large area of land is formed in between rivers or mountains).  How many years ago was this?  Do you remember what B.C. stands for?  


Archaeologists have found remains of impressive cites, but very little is known about the civilization that created them.  This is largely because historians have not figured out how to read Ancient Indian writing. We don’t know as much as we could if we could read their writing, however, we have been able to find out a lot about this civilization through the artifacts they left behind.   It is clear that the Indus Valley civilization covered a large area of land and that its cities were well planned. 


The two main cities of this civilization were Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro.  These cities were more developed and more advanced then the cities found in Mesopotamia and Egypt.  They were even divided into neighborhoods.  Roads into and around the city were laid out in a grid pattern.  Today, New York City is also laid out in a grid pattern.  Do you know when this happened in N.Y.C.?  


Each city had a huge structure build on a hill that could be seen by everyone within the city.  Can you guess what this big structure could be?  Historians guess that it was probably either a fortress built to defend the city from invaders, or a temple built to pray to Indian gods.  There were enormous buildings used to store crops that were grown in the surrounding villages.  These buildings were called granaries; can you guess why?  Houses were made out of bricks and had plumbing with baths and chutes that led to sewers.


Most Indus Valley people were farmers.  They were the first to grow cotton and weave it into cloth.  Merchants (people who sell things) traveled far to trade.  Merchants even traveled all the way to the city of Sumer (in Mesopotamia) to trade goods.  

III. Decline of Ancient Indian Civilization:


Around 1750 B.C., for unknown reasons, Indus Valley civilization began to decline.  Then in about 1500 B.C. (how many years later?) nomadic warriors called Aryans invaded and conquered the Indus Valley.  


Next class, we will learn more about this Aryan invasion.  We will also learn more about Ancient Indian class structure and society.   










