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DBQ Short Answer Questions – Absolutism or Democracy?

Document 1
“Whoever has the… supreme power… is bound to govern by established standing laws.” 









-- John Locke

What is Locke saying about the power of the law?  Is this similar to absolutism?  Explain.

Document 2
When the legislature shall… grasp [for] themselves, or put into the hands of any other, an absolute power over the lives, liberties and estates of the people… they forfeit the power the people had put into their hands for quite contrary ends, and it [passes] to the people, who have a right to resume their original liberty…”  -- John Locke, Two Treatises on Civil Government
Rewrite Locke’s quote in your own words:

What is radical/revolutionary about this idea?
Document 3

	Men being…by nature all free, equal, and independent, no one can be…subjected to the political power of another without his own consent….To protect natural rights governments are established….Since men hope to preserve their property by establishing a government, they will not want that government to destroy their objectives.  When legislators try to destroy or take away the property of the people, or try to reduce them to slavery, they put themselves in to a state of war with the people who can then refuse to obey the laws.

                                                                        --John Locke, Two Treatises on Government, 1690


5a. According to John Locke, what is the purpose of government?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 b. State two reasons John Locke says the people can revolt.

(1)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________       (2)___________________________________________________________________________        ______________________________________________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEED HELP?  Split up the reading and decide what each sentence means in your own words…

1.  Men being … by nature all free, equal, and independent (meaning?)
2.  no one can be … subjected to the political power of another without his own consent. (meaning?)
3.  … To protect natural rights governments are established. (meaning?)

4.  … Since men hope to preserve their property by establishing a government, they will not want that government to destroy their objectives. (meaning?)
5.  When legislators try to destroy or take away the property of the people, or try to reduce them to slavery, (meaning?)
6.  they put themselves in to a state of war with the people who can then refuse to obey the laws.  (meaning?)
