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Aim: ___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Do Now:

Theme:  Turning Points

	Turning points are major events in history that have led to lasting change.


Task:

	Identify one major turning point in history and:

· Describe the historical circumstances surrounding the turning point

· Explain how the turning point changed the course of history


For the purposes of this essay, the turning point that you will be using will be the Enlightenment.  

1) Write the thematic essay task in your own words: 

How to write a THEMATIC ESSAY
Directions: Both DBQ and thematic essays should be 4-5 paragraphs long (intro, two-three bodies, and a conclusion).  

YOU MUST:


1) Look at the suggestions provided at the bottom of the directions.  These should help you... but you do NOT have to use these suggestions.  If you know more about something else that is related to the topic, then write about what you know.  

2) Choose the topic(s) you know the most about and write everything and anything you know about it.  This is your chance to SHOW OFF what you know.      

3) Write SOMETHING – NEVER EVER skip an essay. Something is better than nothing.

HOW TO WRITE A GREAT ESSAY!

I. OUTLINE:

a. Write quick bullet points of what you will be writing about.  Do NOT write full sentences.

II. INTRODUCTION:

a. Write the theme in your own words.

b. Copy the 2 or 3 tasks but write “I will” in front of each task.

i. Ex. “I will discuss the…” “I will describe the…”

c. State what topics you will be discussing and try to write a thesis statement.

III. BODY PARAGRAPH #1:

a. Pick the two or three topics that you know the most about.

b. Write one paragraph for each topic where you answer all the tasks 

____ 1) Assertion/Topic Sentence: State the relevance of your first topic. 




(Ex: It is important to examine…)
____ 2) Introduce Evidence: Give some background information on this topic.

____ 3) Evidence/Fact: Write a fact you know about this topic

____ 4) Commentary: Write two sentences explaining the fact and expanding upon the 



details, and its relevance.

____ 5) Introduce Next Evidence: Give some background on your next piece of information.

IV. BODY PARAGRAPH #2:

a. Follow the same steps you used for BODY 1 with a 2nd topic (ex. a 2nd turning point)
                       

V. * If you are asked to write about 3 different things, then write a third body paragraph




 

VI. CONCLUSION:
a. Re-copy the two or three tasks you have been given but instead of writing "I will" before each sentence, write I did...

b. Summarize the major points in your essay. 
c. Answer the question – SO WHAT? 









