#39
Political Revolutions
Background

Today, we begin a new unit, Unit II, entitled Political Revolutions.  Unlike the “intellectual” revolutions of Unit I (Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment), the Political Revolutions of Unit II are actually armed battles that take place around the world.  Let’s refresh our memories – what is the meaning of “revolution”?  In the late 1700s and early 1800s, revolutions shook both the Americas and Europe.  In North America in 1776, Britain’s 13 colonies, inspired by Enlightenment ideals, declared their independence.  They then fought the American Revolution to throw off British rule.  In their struggle, the colonists were inspired by Enlightenment ideals and by the traditions of British government.  They established a new nation based on representative government and a guarantee of rights and freedoms.

The American Revolution

In 1750, the British Empire included 13 colonies along the eastern coast of North America.  In 1776, the colonies declared their independence from Britain.  Britain sent troops to crush the rebellion, but with the aid of French forces, the Americans defeated their “mother country” and gained their independence.  Let’s do a quick review of different aspects of British rule that existed at the time:  

1.  Magna Carta and Parliament – The Magna Carta had limited the power of English monarchs.  For example, it stated that the king could not raise new taxes without consulting the body that would later become Parliament.  The American colonists interpreted this idea to mean that any taxation without representation was unjust.  Because colonists had no representative in the British Parliament, they felt that Parliament had no right to tax them.  They protested by using the slogan “No Taxation Without Representation.”  You see?  Everyone needs a slogan!  What is our class slogan?

2.  English Bill of Rights – The English Bill of Rights inspired colonists to figure for the creation of their own bill of rights.  What is a Bill of Rights?  What does it do?

Influence of the Enlightenment
The colonists applied Enlightenment ideas in both the run-up to the revolution and in the aftermath.  The theories of thinkers such as Locke, Montesquieu, and Rousseau helped inspire the colonists to fight for the creation of their own bill of rights.  What are the main tenets (beliefs) of these mens’ theories?

Locke – 2 words:  _______________  __________________

Montesquieu – 3 words:  ________________  ___  __________________

Thomas Paine’s Common Sense
Can you think of a time in your life where you were inspired by something you read?  When?  Thomas Paine inspired people in every American colony when he wrote his pamphlet, which he entitled Common Sense.  Why do you think he chose this as the title?  Influenced by Enlightenment ideas about a limited, representative government, he wrote that colonists should no longer be the subjects of a distant monarch.  Paine appealed to reason and natural law in his arguments for breaking away from Britain.

The Declaration of Independence

Influenced by Locke and other Enlightenment thinkers, Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of Independence.  Jefferson wrote that governments rule only with the consent of the governed and that they should protect the inalienable rights of their citizens.  What does “inalienable” mean?  The declaration also stated that people have a right to throw off governments that are unjust and that do not protect their citizens (sound familiar?)  After listing specific grievances against the British monarch, Jefferson wrote that the colonists were justified in forming their own government, independent of Britain.
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The Constitution of the United States

Like the Declaration of Independence, this document reflected the influence of Enlightenment ideas.

· Social Contract – The Constitution of the U.S. set up a government by social contract.  The government was established by the consent of the governed.  The first lines of the Constitution begin with, “We the People of the United States…”

· Separation of Powers – influenced by the ideas of Montesquieu, the Constitution created a republic in which power was to be divided between the federal government and the states.  In addition, the writers of the Constitution established a government that divided powers among an executive, a legislative, and a judicial branch.  Each branch could provide checks and balances on the other branches.

· Protection of Rights – the Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution to protect the basic rights of American citizens, including freedom of speech and freedom of religion.  The Constitution stated that it was the duty of the government to protect these rights.

Impact of the American Revolution

Why have we been talking about the American Revolution all day?  Isn’t this was global history?  Has Ms. Cohen completely lost her mind?  Does she think she’s teaching American history?  Can anyone think of why we’ve talked about the American Revolution all period?

Well, what you may not have learned in 9th grade was that the American Revolution had a huge impact, not only in the United States, but around the world:

1.  The American republic stood as a symbol of freedom to both Europe and Latin America.

2.  The United States Constitution created the most liberal government of its time.  Other nations 

     would copy the ideas in this document.

3.  The success of the American Revolution would soon inspire major global changes as other

           peoples challenged the power of absolute monarchs.

Does anyone know which European country supported the United States in their bid for freedom?  It was the French… Why do you think they supported us?  And where do you think our next revolution is going to occus?  Over the next few weeks, we will be talking about the revolutions inspired by the American Revolution – the French Revolution and the many revolutions in Latin America.
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