#40

SILENT PAPER

In “Silent Paper,” you and a partner get to discuss quotes from the primary source document, but you must do it in complete silence.  You will have a “written discussion” about the documents.  The written discussion can go in any direction you wish, but it must be related to the documents/assignment at hand.  Either partner may start writing, but must give their partner a chance to write back/make their own comments.  You CANNOT be writing at the same time.  You must take turns.  If you don’t know how to begin, here are 3 questions you could be thinking about:

1. Who do you think wrote the quotes below?

2. What do they remind you of?
3. What is your opinion of the quote?  Do you agree?
4. Do you know of any examples, either text-to-world, text-to-text, text-to-self, etc. that have to do with any of the quotes?
1.  “Men being … by nature all free, equal, and independent, no one can be … subjected to the political power of another without his own consent. … To protect natural rights governments are established. … Since men hope to preserve their property by establishing a government, they will not want that government to destroy their objectives. When legislators try to destroy or take away the property of the people, or try to reduce them to slavery, they put themselves in to a state of war with the people who can then refuse to obey the laws.”
2.  “Equality is ... that equal right which every man hath, to his natural freedom, without being subjected to the will or authority of any other man.”
3.  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness… That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government…”

4.  "Everyone has property in his own person. This nobody has any right to but himself. The labour of his body, and the work of his hands, we may say, are properly his.”
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