#42
CHINA: 4th Ancient River Civilization

Day 2


Last class, we began to learn about our 4th Ancient River Valley civilization, which developed along the Yellow and Yangtze Rivers in what is now known as China.  China was the most isolated of all the ancient civilizations.  China's culture developed separately from the civilizations of Egypt, the Middle East (Mesopotamia), and India.  China was separated from these civilizations by distance, but even more importantly, China was separated from other civilizations by physical barriers.  For example, high mountains (the Himalayas) exist to the west and southwest of China.  Also, the Gobi Desert lay to the north and the Pacific Ocean was to the east.  All of these physical barriers made it very difficult to establish contact with other civilizations.  

I. The Shang Dynasty (1650 B.C. -1027 B.C.):


Last class we learned how the Shang Dynasty was able to unite the area around the Yellow and Yangtse Rivers under their rule.  The Shang Dynasty (1650 B.C. to about 1050 B.C.) was able to unite this region under their rule and civilization prospered.  However, the Shang Dynasty did not rule forever.  Today we will read about how the Shang Dynasty was overthrown, and how a new Chinese dynasty came to power.

II. The Zhou Dynasty (1027 B.C. – 221 B.C.):

Between 1100 and 1000 B.C., the Zhou people overthrew the Shang and set up their own dynasty, which lasted nearly 800 years.  Imagine that there’s a dynasty that people have been loyal to for over 600 years – how would you overthrow it?  If you don’t come up with a good reason, people will not switch their loyalties to you.  The Zhou came up with a plan.  They told the people that the gods had become angry at Shang cruelty and had now chosen the Zhou to rule.  This right to rule was called the “Mandate of Heaven” or the divine right to rule.  To invoke (claim) the “Mandate of Heaven,” the ruling dynasty had to claim to have been chosen or mandated by the gods to be the rulers of the land.  From this point on, whenever a new dynasty came into power, they would say that the old dynasty had lost the mandate of heaven because of their bad practices and the new dynasty would claim that they now had the Mandate of Heaven (in other words, the gods had chosen the new dynasty to be the new rulers).  

a) A FEUDAL GOVERNMENT: The Zhou kings granted control of large areas of land to their supporters.  In a system called feudalism, local lards controlled their own regions but owed military service to the ruler.  In other words, the Zhou kings allowed local rulers to manage their own areas of land how they saw fit.  These local rulers were called feudal lords.  The feudal lords got to control their own local areas but had to send soldiers to fight for the Zhou Army.  This would be similar to a situation where the Governor of each state could run their state however they wanted but had to send soldiers to President Bush's United States Army.  Can you imagine how that would change things?  What if there were totally different laws in New Jersey then there were in New York?  Was there a time that this existed in the United States?  When?  Overt ime, feudal lords came to hold the real power in China. 

b) ECONOMY: The economy (monetary $$$ system) grew under the Zhou.  After the Chinese began using iron to make tools, they could produce more food.  Irrigation projects also increased crop yields.  Trade expanded along new roads and canals built by feudal lords.  The Chinese began for the first time to use money, which increased the development of trade.  Do you know what they used to trade before they used money? 

c) ZHOU CONTRIBUTIONS:  Under the Zhou, the Chinese made the first books.  They also made progress in other areas.  Astronomers studied planet movements and eclipses, developing an accurate calendar.  The Chinese discovered how to make silk from the cocoons of the silkworm.  Silk became a valuable Chinese export.  Do you remember the difference between an import and an export?     

III. Shi Huangdi and the Qin Dynasty (221 B.C.- 206 B.C.):

By 221 B.C., a leader of the Qin people proclaimed himself Shi Huangdi meaning "First Emperor."  This Qin Dynasty only lasted 15 years but during this time, the Qin dynasty accomplished many things.  

a) CENTRALIZED GOVERNMENT: After conquering the Zhou empire, Shi Huangdi wanted to centralize his power.  He wanted to get rid of the feudal system, which he believed gave too much power to local or feudal lords and not enough power to the emperor.  Therefore, he abolished old feudal states and divided the country into military districts, each ruled by an appointed official.  He also created a standardized system of  measurement, created national coins, promoted unity in Chinese writing, and repaired canals and roads.  

b) GREATEST QIN ACHIEVEMENT – THE GREAT WALL: Shi Huangdi's greatest achievement was building the Great Wall.  The wall was built to keep out invaders. Thousands of workers worked for years to build the wall.  China's Great Wall is the largest manmade structure in the world.  It is over 4,000 miles long.  The border between the U.S. and Mexico is 1,969 miles. long  Can you imagine if we had a huge wall separating the U.S. from Mexico? 
IV. The Han Dynasty (206 B.C.–A.D. 220)


After Shi Huangdi's death in 210 B.C., the people revolted.  A new dynasty, the Han, emerged.  A peasant leader, Lui Bang, took control of China after Qin power collapsed.  As emperor, he took the title Gao Zu.  He reduced taxes and eased the harsh policies of the Qin.  Gao Zu's polices allowed the dynasty he founded, the Han Dynasty, to lat for about 400 years.  

a) GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMY: The most famous Han Emperor, Wudi, began his reign in 141 B.C.  Wudi strengthened Chinese government by creating a civil service system.  To determine who would get civil service jobs, Wudi used examinations, rather than giving jobs based on family bloodlines or social status.  His examinations were based on the teaching of Confucius (a Chinese philosopher who we will learn more about in our next unit on World Religions).  Wudi also strengthened the economy and improved canals and roads. 

b) HAN SOCIETY: The civil service system had an impact on Han Society and China for years to come.  It established Confucian values in government and daily life.  Confucianism spelled out proper behavior for all aspects of society,  Men were thought to be superior to women.  Because men were considered superior, women were excluded from taking civil service examinations and thus, from holding positions in government.  However, a few women, including religious recluses (meaning living in solitude or isolation) and noble women, did receive an education.     

c) HAN CONTRIBUTIONS:  The Han period was a GOLDEN AGE in China.   Why would they call it that?  Make an inference?  


1) Technology: The Chinese made technological advances such as learning how to make paper out of wood pulp.  They also invented the wheelbarrow, fishing reel, and rudder (used to steer ships).   


2) Science: In medicine, the Han developed acupuncture, a technique in which needles are inserted under skin to relieve pain or treat illness.  The Chinese also experimented with herbal remedies and anesthesia.  Furthermore, Han scholars wrote texts (or books) on chemistry, zoology, and botany.


3) Arts: Some crafts-workers created jade and ivory carvings.  Other artisans worked with bronze, ceramics and silk.  The Han Dynasty opened up a trade route called the Silk Road that eventually linked China with lands as far west as Mesopotamia.  These trade routes were used to transport silk and other goods and to trade them for products like glass and new foods.  
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