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NAME: _________________________

Unit 2 Project:

The Four Ancient River Valley Civilizations 
Project Description:
In groups you will be creating a visual display and written report on one of the 4 ancient river valley civilizations we have been studying.  The class will be divided into groups, and each group will be assigned one of the following four ancient river valley civilizations:

1) Mesopotamia

2) Egypt

2) Indus River Civilization

4) China

Each group will focus on only ONE of these civilizations.  Within each group, each group member will be assigned a role in order to focus each member on a specific aspect of their civilization.  Each group will divide up work between the following 5 sub-topics so that each member has a specific part.  

1) History

2) Geography

3) Economics and Trade

4) Government Expert 

5) Anthropology (including Religion, Art, and Society)

Each group member is responsible for completing:

1) A visual display (such as a timeline, map, model, etc).

2) A 2-3 paragraph written report on their civilization and specific sub-topic.

3) A 2-minute oral presentation explaining their research and visual display.

Your research must go deeper than the information presented in classroom notes.  You will be required to use handouts, Internet sources, textbooks, and other resources in your research.   

Your grade will be based on group and individual work.  40% of your final grade will be based on group work and the remaining 60% will be based on your individual participation, visual aid, written report, and oral presentation. 

PROJECT DUE DATE: ________________________

GROUP RESPONSIBILITIES:

The final goal for your group will be to make a presentation in front of the class on your ancient civilization and create a poster that includes each group member's visual displays and written reports.  

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

Each student in your group is responsible for covering one sub-topic.  Each student is responsible for creating a single visual for your poster presentation, although you may create more than one.  Each student must also prepare a 2-3 paragraph written report on his or her civilization and specific sub-topic.   
Roles Within Each Group 

Each person will be assigned to one of the following:

1) Historian:  Will be responsible for researching the history of the civilization assigned.  The historian needs to present the major historical events and people that helped shape the rise and fall of this civilization.  The historian's visual display will be to create a timeline for the poster.
2) Geographer:  Will be responsible for researching the geography of the civilization and how the people interacted with it.  The geographer might focus on the location of the civilization and how that influenced its growth; the climate, topography, and resources that might have had positive and/or negative effects.  The geographer's visual display will be to create an original map of the region.

3) Economist:  Will be responsible for explaining the economic life of the people of this civilization.  What did they do for a living?  Did they trade with others?  What system of exchange did they use?  Were there any scientific or technological advancements made? The economist may choose to draw all technological advancements made by the civilization and items that were traded with other cultures for their visual display.
4) Government Expert:  Will be responsible for researching the type of government during this civilization’s history.  Who was in power?  Were there conflicts?  How were decisions made? The Government expert may choose to make a social hierarchy and a visual representation of how the government was organized for their visual display.
5) Anthropologist:  Will be responsible for studying the culture of the people.  They will examine the religion, art, literature, social class and family life of the civilization. The anthropologist may choose to create visual representations of this civilization's writing, religion, art, architecture, and family life.
Choosing your Individual Roles

Directions: Your first task is to review and choose your group roles.  Please fill in your job-title next to your name.  After choosing roles, hand in this sheet to your teacher(s) for approval.

Every member must choose one of the following roles.  If there are more than 5 people in the group, then two group members can take on the role of an anthropologist.  

Job Titles:

Historian: The historian will create a timeline.
Geographer:  The geographer will create a map.

Economist: The economist will research and draw all technological advancements made by the civilization and items that were traded with other cultures.
Government Expert and Political Scientist: The Government expert will make a social hierarchy and a visual representation of how the government was organized.  

Anthropologist:  The anthropologist will create visual representations of this civilization's writing, religion, art, architecture, and family life.
CIVILIZATION:    _____________________________


Group Members




        Job Title: 


1)


2) 


3) 


4)





5) 


Individual Project:

The Four Ancient River Valley Civilizations:

Directions: Your first task is to choose what civilization you want to study and what two jobs you want to complete in order to study your civilization.  

After choosing your civilization and your two roles, hand in this sheet to your teachers for approval.

Step One: Choose what civilization you want to study.  (Circle One)
1) Mesopotamia

2) Egypt

3) Indus River Valley Civilizations

4) China

Step Two:  Choose two tasks that you want to complete for your project on the civilization of your choice. (Circle Two)

1) Historian will create a timeline.
2) Geographer will create a map.

3) Economist will research and draw all technological advancements made by the civilization and items that were traded with other cultures.

4) Government Expert will make a social hierarchy and a visual representation of how the government was organized.

5) Anthropologist will create visual representations of this civilization's writing, religion, art, architecture, and family life.
Step Three: Hand in to a teacher for approval.  

Early River Civilizations Project:

STEP ONE

Name of Civilization:  _______________________________

Group Members:  _____________________________________

Section:  10- __________

Directions: After picking group roles, fill out the form below and in your own words describe the duties of the various positions.

1) My name is ________________________________________________

2) My job title is:  _____________________________________________

3) My duties include: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) The first thing I will do to complete my project is: _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5) The second thing I will do to complete my project is: __________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name:  ______________________________________

Early River Civilization Notes

Name of Civilization:  _______________________________

	History


	

	Geography


	

	Economy


	

	Scientific & Technological Advancements


	

	Government


	

	Religion


	

	Art & Literature


	

	Society:  Social Class & Family Life


	


Name: _____________________





HISTORIAN:

Name of Civilization:  ______________________________________

1) How did this civilization develop?   

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2) Why did this civilization decline or fall? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3) What were the important dates and events? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4) What is some additional relevant information? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________

GEOGRAPHER:

Name of Civilization:  ______________________________________

1) Where was this civilization located? ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2) What were the geographic or topographical features in the region?  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3) What natural resources were available in this region? ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4) What affect did the geography of the region have on the culture? ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5) What made the land in your civilization so good for farming?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6) Why would flooding of the river be a disadvantage for the people of your civilization?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7) What solution did the people of your civilization develop to solve the problem of having no water after the rivers flooded?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8) What did the people of your civilization do to combat the problem, if there was a problem, of having very few natural resources?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

9) What is some additional relevant information? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________

ANTHROPOLOGIST:

Civilization:  ___________________________________________

Note topics may include:


I. Religion


II. Society


III. Technology and Writing


IV. Art and Architecture 

I. Religion: 

1) What does the word polytheism mean?  What made the your civilization’s religion polytheistic?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2) Give an example of a POWERFUL god in your civilization.  Why is this god so important?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3) Give an example of a LOWER god in your civilization.  Why would this god be considered less important?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4) What happened to the people of your civilization after they died?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5) What are this civilization's major beliefs (about life, death, nature, the world, etc.):  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6) What were the holy objects in this civilization?  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

II. Society:

7) How was the social structure organized? Draw a societal pyramid below depicting your civilization’s social classes on a separate page.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8) What was the family structure?  How were families organized? ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

9) What were the roles of men and women? What was one occupation women were not allowed to hold?  ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10) Where did most of your civilization’s slaves come from? How did slaves earn their freedom?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

III. Technology and Writing:

11) Name three inventions that came from your civilization.  What problems did these inventions solve?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

12) What other inventions do we still use today?  What is the effect of these inventions on our lives today?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

13) What is the significance of your civilization’s use of writing?  What types of things do you think they wrote first?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

IV. Art and Architecture: 

 
14) Name some examples or types of Art and Architecture: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

15) What was their religious purposes or meaning?  What other purposes or meanings did they have? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

16) What is some additional relevant information? 

Name: _____________________

GOVERNMENT EXPERT:

Civilization:  _____________________________________________

1) What type of government did your civilization have?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2) How were leaders chosen? ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3) Who were the significant (or important) leaders or individuals?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4) What caused rule to change hands?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5) How was power handed down when a monarch was ready to step down from the throne?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

6) What was the legal system (rights, law codes, etc.)?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7) What is some additional relevant information? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________

ECONOMIST:

Civilization:  ___________________________________________

1) What economic (or money making) activities did your civilization participate in?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2) What types of things did your civilization produce (make) or trade? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3) What types technological advancements, inventions, or discoveries were created by your civilization? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4) With whom did your civilization trade?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5) What types of items did they trade for?  What type of items were they able to sell?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6) What type of transportation did they use to travel and transport goods?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7) What is some additional relevant information? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

