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Regents Prep Questions:

Units 1&2: Geography and Ancient Civilizations

1) One reason for the development of an early civilization in the Tigris-Euphrates river valleys was that 


 1.  
the location protected the people from land invasion


 2.  
periodic flooding left rich soil, which was ideal for farming


 3.  
these rivers provided a direct trade route between Europe and Asia


 4.  
these rivers flowed into the Mediterranean Sea

2) Which characteristic did the early civilizations that developed along the Nile, the Tigris-Euphrates and the Huang He (Yellow River) have in common?


 1.  
each society’s religious beliefs were based on monotheism


 2.  
urban communities were built using iron and steel tools


 3.  
the form of government in each community was based on male suffrage


 4.  
transportation and communication were promoted by a mild climate, 


fertile soil, and natural waterways

3) The early civilizations of the Nile River Valley, Mesopotamia, and the Yellow River Valley were similar because they were


 1.  
industrialized societies


 2.  
monotheistic


 3.  
dependent on fertile land


 4.  
dependent on each other for trade

4) One way in which the civilizations of the Sumerians, the Phoenicians, and the Maya were similar is that each


 1.  
developed extensive writing systems


 2.  
emphasized equality in education


 3.  
established monotheistic religions


 4.  
encouraged democratic participation in government

5) “If a seignior (noble) has knocked out the tooth of a seignior of his own rank, they shall knock out his tooth. But if he has knocked out a commoner’s tooth, he shall pay one-third mina of silver.”   -Code of Hammurabi

Which idea of Babylonian society does this portion of the Hammurabi code of law reflect?


 1.  
all men were equal under the law


 2.  
fines were preferable to corporal punishment


 3.  
divisions existed between social classes


 4.  
violence was always punished with violence

6) The ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt were similar in that both cultures


 1.  
developed along rivers


 2.  
used the ziggurat form for their temples


 3.  
established trade routes to China


 4.  
used a hieroglyphic writing system

7) In addition to providing water for Indian agriculture, the Ganges River remains important to India because it is


 1.  
the only source of Indian hydroelectric power


 2.  
a sacred river for the Hindu population


 3.  
the birthplace of Hindu culture


 4.  
an unofficial boundary between the Hindus and Muslims

8) An effect of a mountainous topography on Inca and Chinese civilizations was the development of


 1.  
industrialization


 2.  
single-crop economy


 3.  
desalinization projects


 4.  
terrace farming

9) Many people in Southeast Asia hope for the timely arrival of the summer monsoons each year because


 1.  
floods are the only way to water their farmlands


 2.  
daily temperatures often reach 100 degrees Fahrenheit


 3.  
little rain has fallen for many months


 4.  
oases provide water for nomadic herders

10) A topographical map would most likely be used to


 1.  
identify the major agricultural products of Egypt


 2.  
determine the population of Beijing, China


 3.  
estimate the elevation of Bangkok, Thailand


 4.  
count the number of provinces in India

11) On a map of the world, Asia is to Japan as Europe is to


 1.  
Great Britain


 2.  
the Netherlands


 3.  
Austria


 4.  
Italy

12) The map shows that the
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 1.  
economies of all the regions of China are developing at the same rate


 2.  
distribution of income in China is unequal


 3.  
economies of the interior provinces of China are developing faster than 


those of the coastal provinces


 4.  
economic development in China is dependent upon the cash crops of 


Xinjiang and Tibet

13) Which geographic factor has helped China remain isolated for many centuries?


 1.  
many natural harbors


 2.  
navigable river systems


 3.  
severe climate


 4.  
northern and western mountain ranges

14) Which geographic factor was most important to the development of the early river valley civilizations?


 1.  
fertile soils


 2.  
high mountains


 3.  
vast deserts


 4.  
smooth coastlines

15) Which document is an example of a primary source?


 1.  
a textbook on Russian history


 2.  
an encyclopedia article on religions of the Middle East


 3.  
a novel on the Age of Exploration


 4.  
the diary of a survivor of a Nazi death camp

16) The following three documents are considered

• The United Nations Declaration of Human Rights

• Article from Mohandas Gandhi’s Indian Opinion

• Excerpt from the letters of Catherine the Great


 1.  
secondary sources


 2.  
examples of oral traditions


 3.  
primary sources


 4.  
statements of different religious beliefs

17) One result of the Neolithic Revolution was


 1.  
an increase in the number if nomadic tribes


 2.  
a reliance on hunting and gathering for food


 3.  
the establishment of villages and the rise of governments


 4.  
a decrease in trade between cultural groups

18) The ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt were similar in that both cultures


 1.  
established trade routes to China


 2.  
used ziggurat form for their temples


 3.  
developed along rivers


 4.  
used a hieroglyphic writing system

19) The early civilizations of the Nile River valley, Mesopotamia, and the Huang He were similar because they were


 1.  
dependent on fertile land


 2.  
monotheistic 


 3.  
industrialized societies


 4.  
dependent on each other for trade

20) In traditional India, the caste system and the Hindu beliefs in karma and dharma most directly resulted in


 1.  
the establishment of a set of rules for each individual in society


 2.  
the rapid industrialization of the economy 


 3.  
a strong emphasis on the acquisition of wealth


 4.  
a strong belief in the importance of education 

