#50

The Rise of Napoleon

In the last class, we discussed the events of the French Revolution – can someone sum it up for us?  Compared to the American Revolution, did it go smoothly or was it messier?  After the Reign of Terror, and the weak leadership of the 5-Man Directory, the people of France were sick of chaos.  This set the stage for the rise of a man named Napoleon Bonaparte.
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Rise to Power

Who said little people can’t do big things?  Napoleon Bonaparte was a short man with BIG ambition!  He was a general who came to full power in France in 1799 and built an enormous empire in Europe.  After Robespierre was sent to the guillotine as the Reign of Terror ended in 1794, France was in disorder.  The revolution suffered and the French did not have a lot of nationalism.  What is nationalism?
Napoleon took charge in 1799 by launching a coup d’etat, which is when the military revolts and takes over the government.  He organized a new government and put himself in charge.  Three years later, he took the title “Emperor of the French.”  Napoleon inspired nationalism in the French people and now had absolute power.  The French people, hoping for stability, supported Napoleon at each step in his rise.  Think – what kind of government did the French have before the revolution?  Now, under Napoleon, what do they have?
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Napoleon’s Domestic Achievements

Much of Napoleon’s popularity came from his effective policies: 
1. Economy – Napoleon controlled prices, supported new industry, and built roads and canals.

2. Education – Napoleon established a government-supervised public school system.  Under the King, only the rich went to school.  Under Napoleon, every male was given the opportunity.

3. Napoleonic Code – The Napoleonic Code was a legal code that included many Enlightenment ideas, such as the legal equality of citizens and religious toleration.  However, the code also undid some reforms of the revolution, such as women’s rights.  Napoleon was quoted as saying, “Women should not be regarded as equal to men.  In reality, they are nothing more than machines for producing children.”

Napoleon’s Empire


From 1804-1814, Napoleon ruled an empire.  He conquered much of Europe.  Napoleon often replaced the monarchs of defeated nations with his friends and relatives.  Of the European powers, only Britain (England) and Russia remained beyond Napoleon’s reach.  Britain was shielded from French troops by a powerful navy and the English Channel – how did geography affect Napoleon’s inability to conquer them?
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Source: Peiser and Serber, Our World, AMSCO (adapted)




Map Questions: 

1.  Name two allies of Napoleonic France.

2.  Which two major European nations stood opposed to Napoleon?

3.  Which countries were indirectly controlled by Napoleon?
4.  What do Austerlitz and Waterloo have in common?

5.  Which direction would Napoleon’s army have needed to march to get from Leipzig to Waterloo?
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