#53
The Fall of Napoleon
	Yesterday, we discussed how Napoleon Bonaparte inspired nationalistic feelings in the French people that allowed him to take over in 1799 and declare himself emperor.  What is nationalism?  We then took a look at his long military campaign, during which he conquered much of Europe.  Domestically, he had many other accomplishments.  List 3 of these domestic accomplishments (you may look back in yesterday’s notes):

1.
2.
3.

Despite the good things Napoleon did, he made a number of mistakes that ultimately cost him his empire:
1. [image: ]Most people in the conquered states looked on Napoleon’s armies as foreign oppressors.  Inspired by nationalism, people across Europe revolted against French rule.
2. Napoleon’s disastrous invasion of Russia in 1812 – As Napoleon’s troops invaded from the west, the Russians retreated eastward.  The “scorched earth” policy of the Russians, in which they burned crops and villages as they retreated, left the French troops hungry and freezing.  Most of Napoleon’s army died during the long Russian winter.  He was the first leader to learn this great historical lesson – NEVER INVADE RUSSIA!
3. The following year, an alliance of Russia, England, Austria, and Prussia defeated Napoleon, forcing him to step down in 1814.  Napoleon returned to power briefs in 1815, but the British and Prussians defeated him at the decisive Battle of Waterloo.  This battle ended Napoleon’s reign, and he lived the rest of his life in exile.


The World Reacts to Napoleon

The Congress of Vienna
[image: ]
After Napoleon’s defeat, European diplomats met at the Congress of Vienna in 1815 to restore order and stability to Europe.  There were many different countries represented at the meeting, but the one thing they could all agree on was that they wanted to create a balance of power in Europe, or a distribution of military and economic power that prevents any one nation from becoming too strong.  They also wanted to restore old regimes to power.  What is a “regime”?  Who was in charge of the pre-Napoleonic regimes around Europe?  Why would these men want to restore monarchs to their thrones?  Think about what happened to the French Kings… What were the other monarchs afraid would happen in their own countries?  These men wanted a return to conservativism – a set of beliefs where people want to preserve traditional ways.  Where have you heard the word “conservative” before?
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