#62
Introduction to Monotheistic Religions


During this unit, we have studied many different belief systems.  It is important for us to look objectively at all of these different beliefs before forming our own opinion.  The word objective means to look at something without being influenced by emotions or personal prejudice.  For example, it is important to make an objective decision about who would be the best president and to vote based on the candidates beliefs, rather than their age, gender, race, or sex appeal.  The opposite of being objective, is being subjective (based on a person's emotions or prejudices).  It is easy to be subjective about religions because many people feel so strongly that their religious beliefs are correct.  However, it is important to step outside of our world, what we know, what we are used to, and the entire way we think while studying different cultural and religious beliefs.  Can you think of a time that you objective?  Or a time that you were subjective?   


Why is it so important to be objective about other religious beliefs?  Think back to the do now.  


Throughout this unit, we have studied religions and beliefs that are completely different than our own.  The first belief system we explored developed in the Paleolithic and Neolithic Eras and was characterized by the belief that every living and non-living thing in nature has a spirit or soul.  This belief system was called  



     _________________.


The second religion developed in India and is characterized by the belief in many gods, which are all a part of the Brahman, or absolute power.  Other important beliefs include the belief in samsara (reincarnation), karma, dharma, and moksha.  This religion is called 










 ________________.


The third religion also developed in India.  There is no god in this religion, but individuals who become enlightened and reach nirvana are considered Buddha.  This religion also accepts reincarnation, karma, and dharma, but rejects the Indian Caste system.  This religion is called

____________________.


The next religion developed in China and is characterized by control.  This belief system stressed the importance of knowing your place in society.  It focused on relationships between people in society and fulfilling the duties associated with those relationships.  This religion is called

_________________.

  
The fourth religion also developed in China and is characterized by balance.  This religion focused on the opposing (or opposite) forces in the universe.  Heaven is the opposite of Earth, light is the opposite of dark, and female is the opposite of male.  All things and people have pieces of both forces (yin and yang) inside of them.  Things become peaceful and harmonious when these forces are in balance.  This belief system is called:

____________________. 
While studying these different religions, name one thing that you tried to look at objectively.

Name one thing that you looked at subjectively.


Today, we begin our study of the three monotheistic religions.  What does the prefix “mono” mean?  What other words start with the prefix “mono”?  Monotheistic religions are religions that believe in one god.  These religions are Judaism (followed by Jews), Christianity (followed by Christians), and Islam (followed by Muslims).  Below are three quotes from these 3 different religions:
1.  “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

2.  “Whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them.”  

3.  “Not one of you is a believer until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself.”  

Which quote do you think is from Judaism?  __________________________________________

Which quote do you think is from Christianity?  _______________________________________

Which quote do you think is from Islam?  ____________________________________________

Which of the other religions that we have studied might have similar quotes?

Before we begin to study these 3 religions, see how much you already know and how similar these religions are by completing the word sort.

