#62
VIEWS OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

Over time, people have expressed a wide variety of opinions about the causes and outcomes of the French Revolution.  The following excerpts, dating from the 1790s to 1859, illustrate this diversity of opinion.

OBJECTIVE:  ANALYZE DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW FROM PRIMARY SOURCES ABOUT THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

DIRECTIONS:  The following excerpts provide different accounts of the French Revolution.  As you read each passage, imagine (as hard as it may be) what it would have been like to be in the shoes of the speaker at this time.


Document 1:  Edmond Burke

Burke, a British politician, was one of the earliest and most severe critics of the French Revolution.  He was a life-long supporter of the English monarch and favored slow change at the most.  In 1790, he expressed this opinion.

“The French have rebelled against a mild and lawful monarch, with more fury, outrage, and insult, than ever any people has been known to rise against even the most blood thirsty tyrant…
They have found their punishment in their success.  Laws overturned; tribunals subverted; …the people impoverished; a church pillaged, and…civil and military anarchy made the constitution of the kingdom…
Were all these dreadful things necessary?”

THINK:  Ask yourself… “What is Burke’s attitude toward the French Revolution and why might Burke feel this way?”
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
PAIR:  What does your partner say?  Please include information your partner has that you missed!
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 2:  Thomas Paine

In 1790, Paine—a strong supporter and fighter of the American Revolution—defended the French Revolution against Burke and other critics.  

“It is no longer the miserable cause of kings that calls the French people into action.  It is the great cause of all people who want liberty.  It is the establishment of a new era that shall rid absolutism from the earth, and shall bring the lasting principles of peace and citizenship to the world.  
	The scene that now opens itself to France extends far beyond the borders of her own lands.  Every nation should become her ally, and every country that still has a king is her enemy.  It is now the cause of all nations!”     

THINK:  Ask yourself… “What is Paine’s attitude toward the French Revolution and why might he feel this way?”
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PAIR:  What does your partner say?  Please include information your partner has that you missed!  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Document 3:  King is Beheaded!

In a letter, Philipe Pinel, a physician, described the king’s execution.

As soon as the execution had taken place, the expression on the faces of many spectators changed…and they fell to crying, ‘Vive la nation!’ …but a great number withdrew, their sprits racked with pain, and they turned their heads to shed tears with family.  As beheadings could not be performed without spilling blood on the scaffold, many persons hurried to the spot to dip the end of their handkerchief or a piece of paper in it, to have a reminder of this memorable event.” 

THINK:  Ask yourself… “What does the mood after the execution reveal about the next phase of the revolution? Is it significant that Louis XVI’s execution followed the procedure as everyone else’s?”
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

PAIR:  What does your partner say?  Please include information your partner has that you missed!  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Document 4:  The Radical Arms

The Radical Arms shows the British view of the Reign of Terror.  The banner above the guillotine reads, “No God!  No King!  No Religion!  No Constitution!”
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THINK:  Ask yourself… “What opinion of the French Revolution is this primary source conveying?”
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
PAIR:  What does your partner say?  Please include information your partner has that you missed!  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Primary Sources:  Images of the French Revolution

Title:  The Storming of the Bastille

By July 1789 about one fourth of the people in Paris were unemployed, and the bread prices soared so high many people were left without food.  As rumor spread that the king’s troops were coming to kick people off the streets, angry crowds seized arms for defense of the city.  On July 14, 1789, hundreds of people marched to the Bastille, a prison, to search for guns and gunpowder.  The commanding officer of the Bastille refused to relinquish the gunpowder and fired on the crowd killing 98 people.  However, the angry crowd pushed on.  They captured the commanding officer, beat and stabbed him, cut off his head, and marched with his severed head placed upon a long pike.  The soldiers finally surrendered hours later, and the revolutionary crowds took the Bastille.  As the news spread across France, peasants began to rise in spontaneous revolt against their lords.  The storming of the Bastille symbolized the beginning of the French Revolution.  

1) What is the Bastille? Why did the citizens of Paris march to the Bastille?  










2) Why do you think the Parisians (citizens of Paris) responded the way they did on July 14th 1789?














Title:  Opponents of Robespierre rule being taken to the guillotine during the Reign of Terror

Now at war against every major European power, the National Convention, led my Maximilien Robespierre, called for drastic measures to save France from “enemies of the nation.”  By the spring of 1794, a patriotic army of one million had successfully defended France from the invading armies.  At home, Robespierre believed that French citizens would have to be taught the virtues of the new Republic and created an entirely new calendar with new months, weeks, and days.  Robespierre set up special revolutionary courts, responsible only to him, which tried citizens for treason against the revolution.  Crimes ranged with saying, “Down with the Republic” to maintaining a book with the king’s seal on it.  For those not deemed “virtuous” enough for the Republic, terror was the order of the day.  In two years, roughly 40,000 French men and women were executed, often by the public guillotine.  Finally, in July 1794, after the Reign of Terror had wiped out many of Robespierre’s own friends, Robespierre himself was executed by the guillotine.  Irony?  

1) Why do you think surrounding European countries attacked France during the Revolution?





2) What was the Reign of Terror?






3) Why do you think Robespierre tried to re-invent French society (for example he created a new calendar)?  





4) What kind of crimes would get someone sent to the guillotine?  Is this fair?





5) What was Robespierre’s fate? 
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