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Monotheistic Religions:


We have finished learning about Animism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism.  Today we will begin our study of the 3 monotheistic religions.  Monotheism is the belief in one G-d.  The 3 monotheistic religions we will study are Judaism (followed by Jews), Christianity (followed by Christians), and Islam (followed by Muslims).  We will study these religions in the chronological order (meaning the order in which they were developed).  Judaism was the first monotheistic religion, developed in about 2000 B.C.  Christianity began more than 2000 years later in about 30 A.D.  Lastly, Islam began 600 years after Christianity in 622 A.D.   Today we will learn about Judaism.  How many years ago did Judaism develop?       
Judaism:


The Hebrews were one of the nomadic groups that lived in the Fertile Crescent.  

Do you remember what nomadic means? ______________________________________

Do you remember where the Fertile Crescent was located? ________________________

The founder of Judaism is a man named Abraham.  Abraham was a Hebrew who lived in the city of Ur in Mesopotamia. Jews believe that G-d spoke to Abraham and made a Covenant (binding agreement) with G-d in about 2000 B.C.  In this covenant, Abraham promised to preach (spread the idea) that there was only one G-d and G-d promised Abraham that if he did this, the Hebrews would be his “chosen people.”  Hebrews is another word for Jews because they spoke the Hebrew language.  According to the Hebrew tradition, the Hebrews (or Jews) became enslaved in Egypt.  As slaves, they were forced to build pyramids for the Egyptian Pharaohs (or kings).  However, G-d helped them to escape slavery in Egypt.  G-d talked to a man named Moses and convinced Moses to lead the Jews out of Egypt.  G-d helped them escape the Egyptians and them into the desert.  In the desert, G-d delivered Moses the 10 commandments (a list of 10 rules or laws).  Led by Moses, the Jews wandered through the desert for 40 years until they reached Israel.  They believed that Israel was their "promised land" –  in other words, G-d had promised Israel to the Jews.  By 1000 B.C., the Hebrews had set up the Kingdom of Israel and had made the city of Jerusalem their capital.  Over time, Hebrew beliefs evolved (grew) and developed into the religion we now call Judaism.  Several beliefs are very important to Judaism.  

I) Belief in One G-d:  Judaism is a monotheistic religion, meaning they believe in one G-d.  Most every other religion of the time worshiped many gods and goddesses.  The Hebrews believed that G-d was their special protector and was all-knowing, all-powerful, and present everywhere.

II)  Places of worship and Religious Leaders:  The place where Jews go to worship G-d is called a “Synagogue” or “Temple.”  This would be the equivalent of a “Church” in Christianity.  The person who leads the service in a synagogue is called a “Rabbi.”

III) Sacred Texts and Moral Teachings:  The sacred text of the Hebrews was the Torah.  The Torah is the 5 books of Moses (which is the same as the Christian Old Testament) and includes: the Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.   According to the Torah, G-d made a covenant (a binding agreement) to be the G-d of the Hebrews.  Jews also believe that G-d gave them the Ten Commandments through Moses.  The 10 Commandments are laws that describe how people should behave toward G-d and each other.  Can you name any of the 10 Commandments?   


The 10 Commandments say: 1) I am the Lord your God.  You shall have no other gods before me, 2) You shall not make for yourself an idol, 3) You shall not make wrongful use of the name of your G-d, 4) Remember the Sabbath (the holy day of rest on Saturday) and keep it holy, 5) Honor your father and your mother, 6) You shall not murder, 7) You shall not commit adultery, 8) You shall not steal, 9) You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor, 10) You shall not covet your neighbor's house, nor his wife, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.  




What do these commandments reveal about Judaism?  

Hebrew sacred texts also include the writings of spiritual leaders, called prophets.  Prophets are spiritual leaders who are believed to be "touched" by G-d and communicate with G-d.  Moses is one of the Jewish prophets.  According to the Jewish religion, Jesus was also a prophet, but unlike Christians, they do not believe that he was the son of G-d.  Jewish prophets urged Hebrews to act according to G-d's teachings.  The prophets preached a strong code of ethics, or moral standards of behavior.  Ethics are a set of values dealing with what is "right" and what is wrong.  For example, an ethical issue is whether or not it is right to steal a loaf of bread to feed your starving family. Morals are basically the same thing as ethics, they are a standard of what is considered "right" or "wrong" behavior.  For example, a moral issue may be whether or not abortion or gay marriage is "right" or "wrong".  What are some other examples of ethical or moral issues? What are your ethics?  What are your morals? 


Judaic (Jewish) thought had a strong influence on the other two monotheistic religions, Christianity and Islam, which we will be learning about in the upcoming days. 










One true G-d is present everywhere.





G-d made a covenant (or agreement) with Abraham.





Prophets taught about moral standards and justice.





Judaism





The Torah is the sacred recording of laws and events in Jewish history.





G-d chose the Hebrews as his people.





G-d gave the Hebrews the 10 Commandments through Moses.








