#68
Monotheistic Religions:


Last class we learned about our first monotheistic religion, Judaism, which began with the Covenant (binding agreement) between G-d and Abraham in about 2000 B.C.  We learned that Jews were slaves in Egypt.  Then Moses (a Jewish prophet) led the Jews out of Egypt.  In the desert, G-d gave Moses the Ten Commandments, a set of laws that describe how people should behave toward G-d and toward one other.  We learned that Judaism's scared text is the Torah (the 5 Books of Moses, which is the same as the Christian Old Testament).  We also learned that Judaism had a huge influence on the other two monotheistic religions, Christianity and Islam.  Today, we will learn about Christianity.   

Christianity:


Christianity began in Palestine with the teachings of a Jew named Jesus, in about 30 A.D. (more than 2000 years after Judaism).  Christianity began with a very small group of followers, but grew and spread to become the official religion of the Roman Empire by A.D. 392.  Today, it is the largest religion in the world (33%). 

I) Life and Death of Jesus:  


According to the Christian tradition, Jesus' mother, Mary, became pregnant with Jesus without every having sex.  She had been told by G-d that she would give birth to a son who would be the Messiah.  Messiah is the Jewish word (from the Hebrew language) that means a savior sent by G-d to change the world.  According to Judaism, the Messiah has not yet been born, but Christians believe that Jesus was the Messiah.  Jesus grew up worshiping G-d and following Jewish law.  However, at the age of 30, (in about 30 A.D.) he began to travel through the countryside preaching new beliefs.


Many Jews and Romans worried that Jesus was dangerous.  The Romans arrested Jesus, tried him (gave him a trial in a court) and executed (killed) him by crucifixion.  Crucifixion is a method of killing where a person was tied or nailed to a cross and left to die.  Look at the crucifixion picture below. Do you think this is really what Jesus looked like? Why or Why not?
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After Jesus' death, many of his followers said that he had risen from the grave.  His followers worked to spread his teachings.  Many of these followers were Jews, who believed that Jesus was the messiah (savior) for whom they’d been waiting.
II) Teachings of Jesus:

The teachings of Jesus were rooted in the Jewish tradition.  For example, Jesus accepted the 10 Commandments that G-d had given to Jews through Moses.  At the same time, he preached new ideas.  According to his followers, he was the son of G-d and the Messiah (or savior) that the Jews had been expecting.  His mission was to bring salvation and eternal (everlasting) life in Heaven to anyone who would follow his teachings.  Jesus taught mercy and sympathy for the poor and helpless.  Jesus also preached brotherhood and the equality of people before G-d.  How is this different than Hinduism?

III) Sacred Text:   


The sacred text of Christianity is the Christian Bible.  It has two parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament.  The Old Testament is taken from Judaism and includes the 5 Books of Moses and other readings.  The New Testament includes the Gospels (describing Jesus and his teachings) and other writings, mostly letters written by Christians to explain Christianity.  Have you ever read any part of the Bible?  Which parts?  Do you know what translation you are reading?  What happens when you translate something over and over again?
IV)  Places of worship and Religious Leaders:  The place where Christians go to worship is called a “Church.”  The person who leads the service in a church is called a “Priest/Pastor/Reverend.”










Write down 5-10 things you learned about Christianity today in the "Learned" column of your KWL chart.  




Faith in One G-d.





Jesus was the son of G-d and the Messiah.





Salvation and eternal life in Heaven will go to those who follow Jesus.





Christianity





Jesus' teachings include mercy and sympathy for the poor and helpless and equality before G-d. 





The Bible includes the Old Testament from Judaism and the New Testament. 





G-d gave the Hebrews the 10 Commandments through Moses.








