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Upcoming Socratic Seminar:

Enlightenment Ideas Tested Today – 

Muslim Headscarves in French Public Schools
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TOPIC:

Welcome to France, where the Revolution of 1789 made the Enlightenment ideas a reality. The Third Estate’s revolt against King Louis XVI resulted in the spread of equality, individual rights and democracy.

Today in France, however, these Enlightenment ideas are being put to the test as immigrants challenge France’s political traditions. Does equality mean people have to hide their differences? Can the government limit natural rights? Should immigrants change for their country or should a country change for its immigrants?  (note that many of these questions are becoming issues in our country as well)
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METHOD:
We will be discussing these ideas in a Socratic Seminar. Socrates, the ancient Greek philosopher who we learned about last year, inspired this type of group conversation. Socrates believed that students learned best when they were talking to each other – without their teacher – and asking questions – not having information fed to them. We will spend several class periods analyzing different readings. Then, you will spend one period using the documents to talk about the discussion questions below.
POSSIBLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

· What does it mean to be equal?

· When, if ever, can a government limit its citizens’ freedoms? 

· Should immigrants be forced to assimilate in their adopted country?

· What kinds of cultural practices should people be willing to give up in order to assimilate?  At what point does assimilation threaten a group’s cultural identity?

· What kinds of religious practices can governments ask people to give up in order to create a harmonious community?

· How much can a government limit its citizens’ natural rights?

· Is wearing a headscarf freedom of speech?

· What rights are given to students through freedom of speech and/or freedom of religious expression?

· Does equality mean everyone can do something or no one can do something?

· What is freedom of religion? Free to practice religion where? Can there be limits on a freedom?

· Should we ban headscarves in the United States?

PRIMARY SOURCES:  #76 – Comments from BBC debate of ‘Should France Repeal the Headscarf Ban?’

SECONDARY SOURCES: 
1. #69 – What Does it Mean to Be French?

2. #72 – Public Schools: Where New Citizens Are Made

3. #73 – Integration and Exclusion

4. #75 – Effort to Ban Head Scarves in France Sets Off Culture Clash – USA Today

5. #79 – The Veil at School

6. #80 – Debating the Ban of the Veil in Public Schools
EXPECTATIONS:
· Use evidence from documents

· Make connections

· What would the Enlightenment philosophers or the 3rd Estate say about the ban?

· Each person speaks at least once*

· Disagree, don’t disrespect

· One mic

A Few Things To Keep In Mind…

Try to think back to the Socratic Seminar that we had last year (the topic was Greece and Rome).  Think back as to how you did during that seminar.  Did you speak as much as you wanted?  Did you wait too long to speak and then not get enough time?  A general life lesson here – people who do not speak up (in a respectable manner) will not get what they want.  As a young person, you often have others who might speak up for you (friends, family, parents).  However, as you grow older, you cannot always depend on others to speak up for you.  You need to find the confidence to speak up for yourself.  If you don’t normally do this, now would be a good time to start.  If these expectations are making you nervous, come see me during lunch of after school so that we can prepare together.

THIS SEMINAR WILL COUNT AS A MAJOR PROJECT GRADE.  YOUR SEMINAR WILL TAKE PLACE ON ___________________.










