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	Should France undo the headscarf ban?
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A law banning "conspicuous" religious items such as Jewish skullcaps, large Christian crucifixes and the hijab - the Muslim headscarf from French state schools came into effect on Thursday. 

BBC journalists say the ban supports France's tradition of secularity but protesters say the ban interferes with women's right to cover their heads. 

Do you think France should undo the headscarf ban? Do you agree with the way in which the French have dealt with the situation? Send us your views. 



The following comments show the different opinions we received: 
The whole idea of not allowing headscarves in school is, in my opinion, not allowing for people to be who they are. It increases intolerance because it forces everyone to conform to a non-religious country and does not allow for a multi-cultural learning environment. We need to allow people to be who they are and create a multi-cultural environment where we accept people's differences and choices.
Vicki Schweitzer, Canada
I have read and heard many arguments that interfering with the wishes of the individual, especially their freedom of expression, is undemocratic. However, isn't the definition of democracy that the will of the majority is most important? The French people gave a clear signal to their government to bring in this law. No one who wants to contradict to the law needs to stay in France or be part of its public school system. To protest is your right but to expect the democratic will of the French people to be overturned is quite another.
Pete, England
France should never have made this ban to begin with. Government exists to preserve the right of the people to practice whatever religion they choose, not to keep people away from religion. Government should neither endorse nor oppress religion. The duty of government is to protect the freedom of religion, not impose a freedom from religion.
Erik, Washington, DC
People go to school to learn, not to practice religion. As long as the ban is only for schools I see no issue. Outside schools however people should be free to practice their religion as long as it does not harm anyone.
N W Lowe
I cannot believe the press has labeled this a "headscarf" ban; it goes much further than just Muslims or headscarves. As a Sikh I went to school with a turban; not an optional part of the Sikh religion, or just a hat one can take off, but a fundamental part of my religion that is worn over long, uncut, hair. Not being able to 'wear' it, as this ban enforces in France, would be stopping me from practicing my religion.
Mandeep Singh, Preston, UK
I don't see how the Republic of France can advocate the idea of an individual's right to freedom and liberty, when they forbid women to choose how they dress? For the most part, it is not their husbands nor their brothers that request they wear the headscarf, but it is their will. 
K. Safavi, Orlando, Florida, USA
I understand the reasoning behind the law but consider the solution to be irrational. The world is made up of different cultures and people. You cannot ask them to be the same. Instead, people should be taught to be more understanding. Tougher laws to deal with extremism and ethnic discrimination should be in place, not a ban on people who already follow the law.
Bilal Siddiqui, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
As a Christian and a citizen of the USA, I find it appalling that the government of any country should dictate to me or anyone else how I should practice my religion and how to dress! I think that the French have overstepped their own sense of decency and normalcy with this ridiculous law banning religious symbols of any kind. Our faith(s) in God and the different ways we express that faith is what makes us all part of the human race. 
Tony Aguirre, Odessa, TX USA
I believe in the separation of church and state but I don't think it should include a restriction on what people can wear in a public school. Wearing a headscarf is not offensive and the only reason it may incite anger or even violent actions in others is because of the other person's ignorance or hatred. Shouldn't you instead allow students to wear headscarves and skullcaps to help educate others of different cultures and religions to help them be more tolerant? I don't think there should even be a ban but it's up to the French people to decide if it should be repealed.
Anonymous 
As a French man who spent 7 years in Malaysia, I really can't understand all that fuss. In Malaysia, some schoolgirls wear a scarf, others don't and no one even thinks about it. The "animation" it generates in France seems totally unnecessary.
Bruno, France
What French education officials don't realise is that for many conservative Muslims, the hijab is a religious obligation. I happen to live in one of the largest Arab communities in North America, Bay Ridge Brooklyn. In the public schools here, Muslim girls often choose not to veil, but when they do, they can. It's not only self-expression, it's freedom of religion.
Tumma Zraick, Brooklyn, New York
All of us must respect the laws of the country we live in. Why should Muslims be above the law?
Lawrence Toye, Newcastle, England
	
	


