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Aim: ___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Do Now:

Theme: Belief Systems 

At various times in global history, members of different religions have acted to bring people 

together. Members of these same religions have also acted to divide people and have caused 

conflict. 

Task: 

Choose two religions from your study of global history and geography. 

For each religion: 

• Describe two basic beliefs of the religion 

• Explain how members of the religion, at a specific time and place, acted either to unify 

society or to cause conflict in society
1) Write the thematic essay task in your own words: 

2) What is the first religions will you be focusing on? ____________________________


What is the conflict you will write about for this religion?

3) What is the second religions will you be focusing on? __________________________

  
What is the conflict you will write about for your second religion?

How to write a THEMATIC ESSAY 

Directions: Both DBQ and thematic essays should be 4-5 paragraphs long (intro, two-three bodies, and a conclusion).  

You must: 
1) Look at the suggestions provided at the bottom of the directions.  These should help you... but you do NOT have to use these suggestions.  If you know more about something else that is related to the topic, then write about what you know.  

2) Choose the topic(s) you know the most about and write everything and anything you know about it.  This is your chance to SHOW OFF what you know.      

3) Write SOMETHING – NEVER EVER skip an essay. Something is better than nothing.


How to write a PERFECT Essay:				How to write an essay when you are CONFUSED:





I. INTRO:						        I. INTRO:


	1) Write the theme in your OWN words	     	1) Copy the theme 	     


	2) Copy the 2 or 3 tasks but write I will before 	2) Copy the 2 or 3 tasks but write I will  before each 	sentence.  					 	each sentence.


		Example: I will describe the ...		    	Example: I will describe.... I will discuss...


	     I will discuss the...								


	3) State what topics you will be discussing and


              try to write a thesis statement.


 


II. BODY 1: 						       II. 1 LONG BODY: 					       


	1) Pick the two or three topics that you know	      1) Re-copy the two or three tasks you have been


 the most about.  						given, writing "There were many" before 


2) Write one paragraph for each topic where 			each task.  


you answer all the tasks (For example: Write 	       2) Decide what you want to write about: try to 


one paragraph on Hinduism and within			pick something that you think relates in some


that paragraph – Describe two major beliefs of  		way to the topic you have been given.


Hinduism and Explain how that religion caused	       3) Even if you can't think of something 


conflict or united people.					just write about what you know a lot about. 


					       		       4) If you can write two paragraph on two 


III. BODY 2:						     	          different topics – even better!	.


	Follow the same steps you used for BODY 1		      5) Don't forget to indent your paragraphs so we 


	with a 2nd topic (Like a second religion)	                       know where one paragraph ends and the


	* If you are asked to write about 3 different		           other begins. 


things, then write a third body paragraph					 





IV. CONCLUSION: 					       III. CONCLUSION:


	Re-copy the two or three tasks you have been 	       Re-copy the two or three tasks you have been


given but instead of writing "I will" before each 	       given but instead of writing "I will" before each


sentence, write I did... or There were many...		      sentence, write I did.


Then summarize the major points in your essay. 
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