#7
[image: image1.png]





 [image: image2.png]



Global History Regents Exam – How Scary Is It, Really?


How many of you think that the Global History Exam is something to be afraid of?  How many of you are looking forward to going in there and proving how great you can do on the test? There is no doubt that Regents exams can be a scary experience.  Some students think that they’re going to blank out and forget everything they’ve studied for the past two years (you won’t).  The attitude that you carry into a Regents Exam (or any exam, for that matter), can make the difference between passing or failing.  Many things can affect the attitude people have toward a test, a job, a government, or anything else in life.  One thing that many people use to try to calm people down and rally them to their cause is called a “slogan.”  Can anyone tell me what a slogan is?

A slogan is a short phrase or motto that someone uses to try to rally people to their side.  During the Russian Revolution (a topic that we’ll learn about later in the year), their slogan was “Peace, Land, and Bread.”  Can anyone guess why this was their motto?  Can anyone else name a motto, closer to home, that was successfully used in the past couple of years?

Since we need to be successful on this exam, we’re going to have a class motto – “ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE.”  I’ve chosen this motto because it not only applies to what you can do in this classroom and on this regents exam, but to anything else that you want to do in your life.  I truly believe that anything is possible, including every single one of you passing this Regents exam this year.  Your goal will be to get an 80 or above on this exam.  I do not want anybody aiming for a 65.  If you work as hard as you can, you can all get 80s.  This is completely doable and as your teacher, who knows the great abilities you all have, this is one of my personal goals for the year.

To that end, today is a day where we’re going to try to look at the ins and outs of the regents exams – strategies that teachers might or might not have mentioned to you or you might not remember, strategies that might make you feel a bit more confident about the fact that getting an 80 or above on this exam is doable for each and every one of you.

MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

If you get a “3” on each of your essays (both thematic & DBQ), which I anticipate each of you getting (we will work more on essays another time), you would need to get approximately 33-35 multiple choice correct in order to get an 80.  This is completely doable.  One thing that’s very important to know is the different types of multiple-choice questions.  We will be going over them again and again during the year, but essentially, there are a number of different types of multiple-choice questions:

Question Type #1 – Straight-Forward Knowledge (avg. 33/50 questions per exam) – There is no substitute for knowledge.  Period.  The more you know, the better off you’ll be.  However, there are ways to help answer these questions but the more you know, obviously, the better you can do.

We have already discussed a few ways to try to answer multiple-choice questions.  Can anyone name one method?  There are clues that are given to you in many of the questions, called “contextual clues.”  The context of a question is the words that surround the word you don’t know.  Sometimes, you can get the answer simply by looking at the context.  In order to do this, we’re going to follow the instructions below…

	INSTRUCTIONS:

For each of the following Regents questions:

1. First, read and complete the exercise in the box.

2. Second, circle the answer that is indicated by the contextual clues.



	1.  One way in which the Huang He, the Indus, and the Nile civilizations were similar is that they each

(1) flourished by trading salt and gold

(2) developed monotheistic religions

(3) suffered repeat invasions

(4) originated in river valleys




Step 1:  Ask yourself – what words/names do you recognize in the question?  Which ones?

Step 2:  If you do, which of the things below do you associate with this name?  Look at the answers given and try to take out the most important parts of the answer – make a quick summary of each answer in your own words.

(1) salt/gold

(2) religion

(3) invasion

(4) river

*** Sometimes, answering the question is as easy as knowing what part of an answer connects to something in the question.***
	2. What was a significant effect of Mansa Musa’s pilgrimage to Mecca?

(1) the African written language spread to southwest Asia.
(2) military leaders eventually controlled Mali.

(3) Islamic learning and culture expanded in Mali.

(4) the trading of gold for salt ended.




Step 1:  Ask yourself – what words/names do you recognize in the question?  Which ones?

Step 2:  If you do, which of the things below do you associate with this name?  Look at the answers given and try to take out the most important parts of the answer – make a quick summary of each answer in your own words.

(1) written language

(2) military

(3) Islamic

(4) trade

	3. The humanists of the Renaissance differed from the traditional medieval philosophers in the humanists’

(1) Interest in the spiritual life of people

(2) Lack of interest in Ancient Greek and Roman cultures

(3) Rejection of Christian principles

(4) Emphasis on the importance of the individual




Step 1:  Ask yourself – what words/names do you recognize in the question?  Which ones?

Step 2:  If you do, which of the things below do you associate with this name?  Look at the answers given and try to take out the most important parts of the answer – make a quick summary of each answer in your own words.

(1) spiritual life

(2) no Greek/Rome

(3) reject Chrisianity

(4) individual

	INSTRUCTIONS:

Using the contextual strategies we’ve discussed, select the best answers for the Regents questions below and explain why you selected that answer in the box provided.


	Contextual reason(s) for answer:


1.  Which document is an example of a primary source?
(1) a textbook on Russian history

(2)  an encyclopedia article on religions of the Middle East

(3)  a novel on the Age of Exploration

(4)  the diary of a survivor of a Nazi death camp
	Contextual reason(s) for answer:


2.  In most societies, works of art and architecture generally serve      

     to



(1)  satisfy the needs of the leaders


(2)  limit the influence of religion 


(3)  reflect the values of that society 


(4)  express opposition to the government in power

3.  The Pillars of Emperor Asoka of the Mauryan Empire and 

	Contextual reason(s) for answer:




      the Code of Hammurabi of Babylon are most similar to the


(1)  ziggurats of Sumeria



(2)  map projections of Mercator



(3)  Great Sphinx of the Egyptians 


(4)  Twelve Tables of the Romans

4.  One of the major achievements of Byzantine Emperor Justinian 

	Contextual reason(s) for answer:


     was that he


(1)  established a direct trade route with Ghana



(2)  defended the empire against the spread of Islam



(3)  brought Roman Catholicism to his empire



(4)  preserved and transmitted Greek and Roman culture

5.  Cervantes’ literary classic Don Quixote, the rule of Isabella 


	Contextual reason(s) for answer:


     and Ferdinand, and the art of El Greco are associated with the



(1)  Golden Age in Spain



(2)  Henseatic League in Germany



(3)  Glorious Revolution in England 


(4)  Renaissance in Italy

Question Type #2 – Read a passage/quotation (avg. 4/50 per exam) – these types of questions test your reading skills primarily, and your historical knowledge secondarily.  It is important to look at several things for these types of questions – Who is the author?  What is the source?  What time period are we in?

Base your answer to the question on the 19th century song lyrics below and on your knowledge of social studies.

… What has poor Ireland done, mother ---- 


     What has poor Ireland done.


That the world looks on, and sees us starve.



Perishing one by one?


Do the men of England care not, mother ----



The great men and the high. ----


For the suffering sons of Erin’s isle.



Whether they live or die?...




-- A.M. Edmond, “Give Me Three Grains of Corn, Mother”
	Answer first:  

1.  Who is the author? What is the source? (and do you know anything about the author/source?)  

2.  What time period are we talking about here?



1.  Which event is most closely associated with the conditions described in these lyrics?

(1) civil war

(2) famine

(3) Glorious Revolution

(4) independence from Great Britain

______________________________________________________________________________

“Therefore those preachers of indulgences are in error, who say that by the pope’s indulgences a man is freed from every penalty, and saved.” 
	Answer first:  

1.  Who is the author? What is the source? (and do you know anything about the author/source?)  

2.  What time period are we talking about here?



2.  Which period in European history is most closely associated with this statement?

(1) Roman Empire

(2) Crusades

(3) Protestant Reformation

(4) Enlightenment
Question Type #3 – Maps (avg. 3/50 per exam) – There are many different reasons why we had map quizzes every Friday of last year!  No, they will probably not ask you the 7 continents and 4 oceans, but they will ask you many other things we studied – countries, directions, parts of a map, and most importantly, how to read a map.

Question Type #4 – Graphic Organizer/Picture/Chart (avg. 3/50 per exam) – these questions are much more about knowing how to read a chart than any particular historical knowledge. These questions are not necessarily difficult, but they take time to answer because you have to be very detail-oriented in order to get the correct answer.

1.  Which conclusion can be drawn from the information in the chart?
 
	Country
	Births per 1000
	Infant mortality 

per 1000
	Per capita income

	Tanzania

Germany

Bangladesh

Japan

Chile


	48

10

37

10

22


	102.0

5.9

116.0

4.4

14.6
	$260

$17,400

$200

$34,040

$2,250


(1) Developing countries are instituting programs to limit the growth of their populations.


(2)  Infant mortality is a greater problem in Africa than in Asia. 



(3)  The nations with relatively low birthrates have relatively high per capita incomes. 



(4)  The national birthrate is determined by many different factors.

Question Type #5 – Graphic Bulleted statement questions (avg. 2/50 per exam) – these questions give you 3 items and you essentially need to figure out what the 3 items have in common.
· Literacy rates rise.

· Shakespeare’s sonnets circulated.

· Secular ideas spread.

Which innovation led directly to these developments?

(1)  printing press

(3) paper currency

(2)  astrolabe


(4) caravel

Question Type #6 – “Fill in the partial outline”/Headlines (avg. 2/50 per exam) – for these questions, you need to fill in the blank, wherever it may occur in the question.  Although a different way to ask a multiple-choice question, it is simply testing your knowledge of the topic.
1.  Which heading best completes the partial outline below?

	I. _____________________________________________

A. Centralized governments

B. Organized religions

C. Social classes

D. Specialization of labor




(1) Economic Development in Ancient Egypt

(2) Cultural Diffusion in Mohenjo-Daro

(3) Features of the Old Stone Age

(4) Characteristics of Civilizations
2.  Which phrase best completes the partial outline below?

	I.  Achievements of the Incas

A.  ________________________________

B.  Kept records using quipus

C. Built stone structures without using mortar




(1)  Cast bronze statues

(2) Created a system of terrace farming

(3) Invented a foot stirrup

(4) Developed chariots

3.  
“Hungry Workers in Petrograd Demand Food”

“’Peace, Land, and Bread’ Promised To All”

“World War I Soldiers Join the People’s Rebellion”

Which event is associated with these headlines?
(1) Tiananmen Square protests

(2) Soweto uprisings

(3) Russian Revolution

(4) Cuban Revolution
Question Type #7 – Cartoon (avg. 2/50 per exam) – this type of question can be found both in the multiple-choice questions and in the DBQ short answer.  If you take a look at the cartoon and instantly understand it, wonderful.  But if you don’t, we can use the “4-sections method” to analyze cartoons.  First, we will divide the picture into 4 even sections.  Let’s start in the lower right hand section – what do you see there?  Now look in the upper right hand corner and answer the same question.  List everything you see for each of the 4 sections of the picture:
Lower Right-hand section:  I see… _________________________________________________

Upper Right-hand section:  I see… _________________________________________________

Upper Left-hand section:  I see… __________________________________________________

Lower Left-hand section:  I see… __________________________________________________
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Base your answer to question 36 on the cartoon below and on your knowledge of social studies
Source: Linda Godfrey, Walworth County Week

36.  What does this cartoon suggest about news coverage of world events? 

(1) Social concerns are often overemphasized.
(2) Africa’s issues are often overshadowed by events in other regions.
(3) Too much time is devoted to European affairs.

(4) Africa’s problems can be solved if global powers cooperate.
Question Type #8 – “Speakers A-D” or Timeline (avg. 2/50 per exam)
A.  In “Speakers A-D” type questions, you read 4 different scenarios and then you are asked a question afterwards.  ALWAYS read the question first, so that you know what you’re looking for!

Speaker A:
Until we reach nirvana, each person is reborn again and again.  We call this 

reincarnation.

Speaker B:
During the holy days of Ramadan, we don’t eat food nor drink from sunup to 

sundown.  If we’re blessed enough, one day we will be able to make our Hajj to 
Mecca, the holiest city in our religion.

Speaker C:
Nature is the key to all questions.  Everything has a spirit – the earth, the trees, the 

water… We should therefore treat nature with the utmost respect.

Speaker D:
When we enter the Temple, we should respect for the Holy One, blessed be He.  

We cover our heads to show our respect.

22.  Which two speakers represent monotheistic religions?


(1)  A and C


(2)  C and D


(3)  B and D


(4)  A and B
B.  Timeline questions are asking you to put events in the order that they occurred.  Many times, if you know which event took place first, you can get the answer quickly.

1.  Which historical events are in the correct chronological order?

   (1)  Crusades -> Renaissance -> Neolithic Revolution -> Roman Empire 
   (2)  Roman Empire -> Neolithic Revolution -> Crusades -> Renaissance 
   (3)  Renaissance ->Neolithic Revolution -> Crusades -> Roman Empire 
   (4)  Neolithic Revolution -> Roman Empire -> Crusades -> Renaissance
2.  
A.  Crusades



B.  Fall of the Roman Empire



C.  Golden Age of Greece



D.  Renaissance



Which sequence of letters places these events in the correct chronological order?

(1) A –-- B –-- C –-- D

(2) D –-- C –-- B –-- A

(3) C –-- B –-- A –-- D

(4) C –-- D –-- B –-- A
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