#85
UNIT 4: Classic Civilizations – Greece and Rome


Today, we begin our 4th Unit of Study in Global History and Geography.  During our 1st unit we learned about geography and pre-civilizations (the Paleolithic and Neolithic Eras).  During our 2nd unit we learned about the four ancient river valley civilizations (Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, and China).  During our 3rd unit, we learned about many of the world's belief systems and religions (including: animism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam).  Today we begin our fourth unit, called "Classic Civilizations."  During this unit we will learn about the classic civilizations of Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome.  

I. Global Connections:


Ancient Greek civilization began in 1750 B.C. and lasted until 133 B.C.  We have already learned what was going on during this time period in other parts of the world.  For example, during the development and expansion of Greek Civilization, China had four different dynasties rise and fall, the Shang Dynasty (1650 B.C.-1027 B.C.), the Zhou Dynasty (1027 B.C.-221 B.C.), the Qin Dynasty (221 B.C.-206 B.C.), and the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D. 220).  Also, while Greek civilization grew and expanded, India went through many changes, which we learned about in our 2nd unit.  In India, around 1750 B.C. (just about the time that Greek civilization started) civilization began to decline until about 1500 B.C., when nomadic warriors called Aryans invaded and conquered the Indus Valley.  Keep in mind what was going on in China and India as we learn about what was going on in Greece and Rome during the same time.


Ancient Greeks also traded with the civilizations in Mesopotamia and Egypt.  However, the peak of civilization had already declined in Mesopotamia and Egypt during the rise and fall of Greek and Roman Civilizations.  Nonetheless, it is important to note that ancient Greeks and Romans got many of their ideas from earlier civilizations like Mesopotamia and Egypt.  Do you remember the term that refers to the spread of cultural ideas and practices when two cultures interact?    

II. Introduction to Greece and Rome: 


Both Greece and Rome have a strong impact on the world and continue to impact our lives today.  Did you know that the Olympics come from the Olympic games played during these classic civilizations?  Did you know that the Nike symbol that many of you wear on your kicks every day comes from ancient Greek civilization?  Did you know that Ms. Cybulski ran a marathon and that the word and idea of a Marathon comes from ancient Greece?  Did you know that even the word "Lesbian" comes from ancient Greek civilization?  Did you know that our whole system of government, a democracy, comes from the governments created in the Ancient Greek and Ancient Roman civilizations?  Gosh darnit, ancient Greece and Rome must have been some pretty cool civilizations!  Throughout this unit, you will learn just how cool they really were.  We will spend about a week learning about Greece, followed by a week learning about Rome, and then we will spend some time comparing these two classic civilizations, and completing a project.  Our study of ancient Greece begins now.  Ready, set, go…

III. Geography in Greek Civilization: 


Greece is located in southeastern Europe on a peninsula between the Aegean and Mediterranean Seas.  Greece is almost completely surrounded by water.  Greece is made up of many mountains, isolated valleys, and islands.  Much of Greece was rocky and barren and bad for agriculture. The climate was hot and dry, and rainfall was limited to the winter months. With a shortage of land for farming, the Greeks came to rely upon trade with other countries for food, building supplies, and other goods.  The Aegean and Mediterranean Seas were important links to the rest of the world.  

[image: image1.png]Corfu

IONAN ISLANDS
Cephalonia

Zanto

IONIAN SEA

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

o Thessaloniki

Thassos

*
Skiathos amnos
R soomoes
Sopeos szl
04 Cory, 4 ATHENS
Patra$ Gorinthe o) s ST
* Olympia SARONC
‘oo oooscavese
Mykonos
Navos
RPeiize ovoues o
Santorini
Rhodes
sen oF crere
Karapathos
crte
10





1) Which “Seas” surround Greece?  Which is the largest “Sea?”

2) Greece is surrounded by water on 3-sides.  This type of land mass is not called an island (which is surrounded by land on 4 sides).  What is it called?

3) Make an inference: Since the mainland of Greece and the Greek Islands are surrounded by water, what to you think Greeks became good at? 


Greece is a much harder place to live than Egypt, because the soil is not as good and there is not always enough water to grow plants for food. So people did not move there until a lot later.  People did not settle in Greece as early as they moved to Egypt and the Fertile Crescent.  On the other hand, what Greece does have is a lot of coastline (beaches). No part of Greece is more than about forty miles from the sea – a couple of days walking.  There are also many small islands.  When people did come to live in Greece, they were sailors, and the Greeks have always spent a lot of time sailing on the ocean.

The combination of good sailing and lousy farming tends to make Greeks try to earn a living from the sea. This can take several forms. First, Greeks fish a good deal. Second, they sail trade routes from one city to another, both Greek cities and elsewhere, all over the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea, and make a living buying and selling things. Third, Greeks hire themselves out as soldiers to fight for other people around the Mediterranean, especially in Western Asia and Egypt (where there is money to pay them). And, less attractively, Greeks also often turn to piracy or raiding to make a living, as in the Trojan War.

The geography of Greece prevented the Greeks from building a large empire like that of Egypt and Mesopotamia.  What geographic features got in the way of Greeks building one large empire?  

Instead the Greeks created many small city-states.  Next class, we will learn about how Greece was divided into city-states.  We will learn about two of the most famous Greek city-states – Athens and Sparta.    

