#87
Off the Farms and Into the Factories:

How Life Changed During the Industrial Revolution

Pre-Reading Questions

Read the title above and make an inference – how do you think lives changed during the IR?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

The images to the right show an example of how life changed during the Industrial Revolution. Find one thing that changed in how cloth was produced.
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___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

If the French Revolution was a turning point for how 
people got along with their government, the Industrial Revolution 
was a turning point for just about everything else. During the Industrial Revolution, where people lived, where people worked, how people worked, how much money people had, it all changed. 


What caused the Industrial Revolution?  In Britain, 4 main factors came together at the same time, caused the Industrial Revolution:  (1) Introduction of New Technology, (2) Widespread use of Natural Resources, (3) Concentration of Labor in Factories, (4) Development of New Methods of Transportation.   Changes in farming had led to more food being produced. Changes in transportation had led to the creation of the steam-powered railroad. Changes in medical care had led to people living longer lives. Most significantly, changes in technology had led to the inventions of new machines that could produce [make] goods [products] faster and cheaper.


All of these developments helped cause the Industrial Revolution, which started in the mid-1700s. During the Revolution, which lasted until the early-1900s, many of the British moved to urban areas [cities] so they could get jobs in factories. Almost no one was too young to work in a factory – child labor was a fact of life at the time. Working conditions were dirty and dangerous, but all of the work meant families had more money [standard of living went up].

The Industrial Revolution started in Britain for a number of reasons, including the fact that Britain had never been a part of Napoleon’s empire in Europe. Napoleon had not conquered Britain so its economy and Navy were both still very strong. Britain also was lucky to have lots of natural resources, which were used to provide heat and energy during the revolution. 

Eventually, the Industrial Revolution spread to the rest of the Europe and the United States. The entire world felt the effects of industrialization in one way or another – Africa, for example, was colonized by European countries looking for more natural resources. But we’ll get to that a bit later…

Post-Reading Questions 




Who did the Industrial Revolution impact (and how did it impact them): __________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What caused the Industrial Revolution: ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

When did the Industrial Revolution take place: 

______________________________________________________________________________

1500


1600


1700


1800


    1900

Where did the Industrial Revolution begin (and why): ________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Why do we study the Industrial Revolution (why is it important): _______________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How did the Industrial Revolution begin: ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
