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Should Child Labor Be Legal?
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The simplest way to explain child labor is work done by kids. For many centuries, child labor was a fact of life. The Industrial Revolution was a turning point, however, when the awful working conditions and the possibility of going to school instead of work caused governments to start to ban child labor. Today, most countries around the world have a minimum age when children can work without their parent or guardian’s consent. But should child labor be banned?

Child labor is a part of global history. Children have not always gone to school like they do today – in the past, children worked in the farms. If children did go to school, they would work in the farm before school, after school and/or during the winter. 
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Before the Industrial Revolution, almost all children worked in agriculture [farming]. During the Revolution, a lot of children started to work in factories instead (including Charles Dickens, the author of A Tale of Two Cities, who worked in a factory when he was a 12 year-old because his family was in debt). Children were often smaller and less valuable to employers so they ended up with the risky, dangerous jobs. They also worked for long hours – some children worked 16 hours a day! 
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The British government was first to pass laws banning child labor for workers under nine and limiting children under the age of 18 to 12 hours of work a day. Today, most countries around the world – especially wealthy countries – have banned child labor to protect children from being overworked. In the United States, for example, children must be 16 years old to get a job without parental consent. 

But does the government have the right to ban child labor?  If children are banned from working in legitimate jobs, will they work instead in more dangerous jobs?  If a fami ly needs money and wants the children to work, why should the government stop them?  After all, with the extra money the children and their parents were making in the factories, many families could eventually afford to send their children to school, which cost money during the Industrial Revolution.  Furthermore, researchers have shown that when governments have banned legal jobs children have gone to work in “street hustling and prostitution.” Wouldn’t it be better for a 14-year-old to work at McDonalds?

However, if the government doesn’t protect children, who will?  Many greedy employers would put children to work for many hours and pay them little money unless the government banned them from doing so.  Plus, the government needs its citizens to be educated at school, which they won’t be if they’re working in a factory somewhere.  The government needs to make sure children are attending school and not being exploited, right?  Or am I wrong?
You make the call. Consider the questions below and then answer the title of the article – should child labor be legal? 

1. Name at least two reasons – from the article and your experience – why child labor should be legal. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name at least two reasons – from the article and your experience – why child labor should be illegal.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. You’re President Obama. Make the decision – should child labor be legal? Why or why not?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

