










#8
PARTS OF A MAP

1) Title – identifies area shown or focus (for example: if the title is "Map of China" then you have a much better idea what you are looking at).

2) Key or Legend – explains symbols presented on map (for example: the key might tell you what symbol or color they are using to represent mountains).

3) Compass – tells you direction – N, S, E, W

4) Scale – measuring line – indicates relative distances (for example: an area the size of your finger on a map of the Bronx may only represent 6 miles but an area the size of your finger on a map of the whole world may represent 600 miles). 

5) Latitude/Longitude - horizontal and vertical lines on a map that can help you find an absolute location. These lines serve as an imaginary grid that geographers use to pinpoint locations on earth. Any location on Earth is described by two numbers – its latitude and its longitude. If a pilot or a ship's captain wants to specify position on a map, these are the "coordinates" they would use.  Latitude and longitude are written as angles.  For example, a location is written as 60(N, 20(E.  This means that the latitude is at 60 degrees north and that the longitude is at 20 degrees east.  Remember that the latitude is always written FIRST and the longitude is always written SECOND.  

A) Latitude or Parallels:  These lines appear horizontal and run from west to east around the globe.  Latitudinal lines are sometimes called parallels because they run parallel to the equator.

This is the confusing part: Even though latitude lines are horizontal lines that go from west to east, they really are measuring the distance north or south of the equator.  Therefore, when writing the latitude of a location it is written as a degree north or south of the equator, which is at 0( latitude. 

For example, latitudes are written like:


-  60(N or 80(S

B) Longitude or Meridians:  These lines appear vertical and run from north to south around the globe.  Longitudinal lines are sometimes called meridians.   

Even though longitude lines are vertical that go from north to south, they are really measuring the distance east or west of the starting line, which is called the Prime Meridian (runs through Greenwich, England).  Therefore, when writing the longitude of a location it is written as a degree east or west of the prime meridian, which is at 0( longitude.


For examples, longitudes are written like:



-  60(E or 80(W
C) Absolute Location:  The grid system formed by lines of latitude and longitude make it possible to find the absolute location of a place.  By using crossing degrees of latitude and longitude, people can pinpoint the exact location of a place, called the absolute location. 














































