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Flavia Puello-Perdomo, Principal / Fpuelloperdomo@schools.nyc.gov

Tameika Pearl, Ass’t Principal   / Tpearl2@schools.nyc.gov 
       James Reynolds, Ass’t Principal / Jreynol@schools.nyc.gov
 Dear Parents/Guardians and Students: 

I regret to inform you that funding for education has been drastically reduced due to our current economic crisis.  As Principal and leader of this school, I feel the need to make a few changes in the rules at MHVP to address this problem.

Clearly, we are going to need a plan to raise money for the school so that everyone can have equal access to a proper educational experience.  We also feel that in general, students need to be more equal in the access they have to certain other items, so as to make things fairer.  In order to do accomplish this redistribution of wealth, I feel that students who can afford it should be giving more to the school and more to those less fortunate students.  

I have noticed, for example, that all students do not have access to the same types of electronic goods/products as others.  For example, some students have iPods and nice cell phones, while others can’t afford it.  All of these items, according to the Department of Education, are illegal to bring into our school.  Therefore, from now on, any student who walks into school with an iPod, cell phone, or any other electronic device will have that device confiscated (taken away) and the device will be either (1) given to another student who does not have the ability to buy that sort of item or (2) sold in order to raise money for our school.  In this way, all students will have equal access to those electronic items and no one will have to feel badly that they can’t afford to buy certain things.  I feel that this will not only cut down on the number of items illegally brought into school, but will also raise money to keep our school running.

As an additional way to make money, each student in social studies classes who can afford it (something that I will personally determine on a case-by-case basis) will be required to pay for all photocopied materials.  The fee will be 10 cents per page.  There will be no exceptions.  Any student who does not pay the 10 cent fee will receive a zero for the assignment.  If students are not prepared on any given day with the required fees, they will be allowed to trade an item of value for copies until the end of the week.  These items will be returned when the appropriate funds for copies are turned in.  While this may seem like a burden, it is absolutely necessary to ensure the continuation of the standard of education that your son/daughter deserves.  We must all work together to solve this temporary financial problem.


Therefore, a new policy is in immediate effect, as of today. 

Sincerely, 

Flavia Puello-Perdomo

fpuelloperdomo@schools.nyc.gov

Mott Haven Village Preparatory High School

Telephone: 718-402-0571
#94

Economic Effects of the Industrial Revolution

As we discussed yesterday, the Industrial Revolution had many effects, including starting a debate about who should be in control of the growing economy. We questioned who should own the factories – business people, factory workers or the government.  There was some disagreement as to who should own it, with many students believing that the factory owners should own the factory and the profits made and the government should stay out of the economy.  What is this economic system called?  Most students also agreed that it is natural to have an upper class and a lower class.  This is what capitalists like Adam Smith believed as well.  They believed that the government should not get involved in any way in the economy and that it was natural to have different classes of people.

However, not everyone agreed with Adam Smith.  Some people believed that the government should get involved in the economy, in order to make sure the workers are protected against the factory owners, who might exploit them.  What does “exploit” mean?

In the beginning of class, we did a little experiment to see how it would feel to have all the rules changed on you.  We pretended that the school changed a number of rules, to make everyone’s economic situation more equal – so that everyone had the same amount of money, no matter what they started out with.  Is it ok for the government (in this case, Ms. Puello) to take control of all private property and spread it out amongst everyone?   Why or why not?  Which group of students might like it?

Socialism

A new way of thinking arose, called “socialism.”  Socialism concentrated less on the interests and rights of the individuals and more on the interests of society.  Industrial capitalism, the socialists claimed, had created a large gap between rich and poor.  Under socialism, farms and businesses would belong to all the people, not to individuals.  What do you think?  Is that true?  Should all of the farms and businesses belong collectively to the people?
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Communism or Marxist Socialism

Different types of socialism emerged.  German philosopher Karl Marx (hairy man to the left) attacked capitalism and promoted a more radical theory. He thought the government staying away from business allowed owners (the “bourgeoisie) to exploit workers (the “proletariat”).  He encouraged workers to improve their situation by overthrowing the capitalist system.

In 1848, Marx and German economist Friedrich Engels explained their ideas, listed below, in their book called, “The Communist Manifesto.” 

· History was a class struggle between wealthy capitalists (called the “bourgeoisie”) and working class (called the“proletariat.”)
· In order to make profits, the bourgeoisie capitalists took advantage of the proletariat.

· The proletariat would eventually rise up and overthrow the capitalist system, creating their own society.

· The proletariat society would take control of the means of production and establish a classless, communist society, in which wealth and power would be equally shared.

In other words, instead of capitalism, Marx supported the political system of communism. Marx believed life would be much fairer under communism.  Individuals would not own companies (and therefore they wouldn’t take advantage of the workers).  Instead, the workers would organize themselves into unions and agree to own the means of production.  The government would support the workers.  All property would be public, and workers would earn about the same amount of money.  There would be no more classes or even estates – everyone would be equal.  But is equal always fair?  In the Soviet Union (Russia) in the 1900s, Marx’s ideas would lead to a communist dictatorship and a “command economy”, in which government officials made all economic decisions.  However, the Communist system collapsed in Russia in 1991.  Today, the only countries left with a version of the communist system are China, Cuba and North Korea. 
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