
#98
Child Labor During the Industrial Revolution

Over the past few days, we have discussed many different aspects of the Industrial Revolution.  We have discussed how the Industrial Revolution began in England, due to different factors, such as its geography (why?) and its abundance of natural resources, such as coal, water, and iron.  We have also discussed different economic effects.  Two very different economic theories developed – capitalism and communism.  Write down which words from the word bank below belong in which of these two theories:

                                                   WORD BANK

	Supply & Demand               Bourgeoisie                 Proletariat             Karl Marx

Command Economy             Free Market               Adam Smith


	Capitalism


	Communism



	
	



We also discussed many social effects.  People moving from farms to the cities had many different effects on society.  Relationships inside families changed, as they no longer worked together on the farm but rather inside a factory.  Businessmen in the Industrial Revolution who were developing factories needed people to work for them.   Many of the early textile factory owners employed large numbers of children. This was not shocking, as children had always been expected to work before the Industrial Revolution (usually on the farm). Some of the children in the mill were apprentices.  What is an apprentice?  These children were often orphans, who were sent to the factories from the large towns.  They lived in the apprentice house near the factory.  Other child workers came form the local area. Their families relied on their wages to survive.

The factory owners paid overseers to make sure the children worked as hard as they could. The more work the children did the more the overseers were paid.  The overseers were given whips.  Children had many disadvantages as factory workers.  They were paid less than adults, and apprentices were not paid at all but just worked for food and shelter. Children were also more flexible, so it was easier for them to crawl under the machines to repair broken threads.  They did this when the machines were working and some were badly injured.  Some children were given an education at work but many were not.
HW – Analyzing Primary Source Documents
On a separate sheet of paper (write #98 in the upper right hand corner), you now need to explain all your findings in a piece of written work. You need to write a short essay (one or two paragraphs (or more), following the plan below, filling in the gaps, and adding a lot of detail.

1.  What were conditions like for children working in 19th century factories?
You need to use the following sentence starters in your essay:

· Some sources say… (explain which sources say conditions were bad and give examples of the bad conditions)

· However, other sources suggest … (explain which sources say conditions were fine and how they try to prove it)

· We have to be careful about which sources we use because … (explain the problems with some of the sources)
2.  I believe that …
GRADING NOTE:  You will be marked on how well you explain the ideas in the sources and how clear your English/writing is. If you feel confident, you can quote from the sources to support your arguments. 











































